
Step by Step Guide to
Customizing Billing Product PDF



Table of Contents

● Purpose of this Guide
● What is Accounting Seed & Visualforce 
● Using Pre-Built Template 
● Modifying the Pre-Built Template 



Purpose of this Guide



Purpose of this Guide

● This guide helps Accounting Seed users customize our default PDF format for the Billing 
(customer invoice)

● We use PDF formats to store configuration and default settings related to the PDF 
generation of a record 

● This guide will look at how users can implement customizations, such as 
removing rows, adding columns, and changing logos 

● It is expected that a user of this guide may not have a coding background



Pre-Requisites

You will need the following to follow this guide: 

1. Salesforce Org 
2. Accounting Seed installed in the Org 

Avoid using your production org. Try in sandbox first



What is Accounting Seed & Visualforce 



What is Accounting Seed & Visualforce?

● Accounting Seed is a 100% native accounting application available on the 
Salesforce AppExchange that allows users to run Accounting on the same 
platform as their CRM 

● This negates the need to integrate with an external Accounting software and 
running duplicate databases 

● Accounting Seed uses Visualforce to generate PDFs (i.e. Billing PDF)
● The instructions on the next page are specific to Billing PDF’s, but they can be 

applied to customizing other PDF Formats too
● Visualforce is a framework that enables the creation of beautiful interfaces 



Using Pre-Built Template 



Using Pre-Built Template 

● Out-of-the-box users can make use of Default Billing formats 
● Click the Create PDF button on a Billing



Using Our Pre-Built Template 

On your right is a sample Billing: 

1. Each Billing Line is a row in the table 
2. Tax amount is a row 

1. Each Billing Line 
is a row in the table

2. Tax amount is a row



Modifying the Pre-Built Template



Modifying the Pre-Built Template 

Things you might want to change to the default Billing Product PDF: 
1. Remove the Product Description & Comment columns 
2. Add a Custom Field from Billing Line object as a column 
3. Change logo 
4. Change the background color in ‘Amount Due’ Box 
5. Remove Tax Rates as a line below Products 
6. Show Subtotal 
7. Show Sales Tax right after Subtotal 
8. Show ‘Credit Memo Applied’ right after Subtotal



Modifying the Pre-Built Template 
In your Salesforce org click on Developer Console (see below)



Modifying the Pre-Built Template 
1. Click File - New - Visual Page 

2. Name the file anything, for example:

BillingProductPDFCustom



Modifying the Pre-Built Template 

1. Open the sample Visualforce page at the bottom of this page as a starting point: 
https://support.accountingseed.com/hc/en-us/articles/217193698-Create-a-Custom-PDF-Format

2. Copy the contents of that file

Open this file

https://support.accountingseed.com/hc/en-us/articles/217193698-Create-a-Custom-PDF-Format


Modifying the Pre-Built Template

Paste the contents of the file you copied into the new Visualforce page 



1) Remove the Product Description and Comment columns

1. Delete lines 350-352 to remove
Product Description header 

2. Delete lines 353-355 to remove 
Comment header

The exact lines might be slightly 
different on your VF page as we 
might have updated our VF 



1) Remove the Product Description and Comment columns

1. Delete lines 370-374 to remove values in 
Product Description column

2. Delete lines 375-379 to remove values in 
Comment column



● Lets see how our changes look 
● Notice the 2 columns are gone 

1) Remove the Product Description and Comment columns



1. Create a custom text field (let’s name it ‘Field X’) on Billing Line object
2. Add the below markup to the Visualforce page in “thead class” section: 

2) Add a Custom Field from Billing Line as a column

1. Make sure you are adding to the thead 
section

2. This markup adds a Column name with 
our Custom Field’s name (Field X)

The exact lines do not need to 
match. Just make sure you add it 
after the PRODUCT



2) Add a Custom Field from Billing Line as a column

1. Make sure you are adding to 
the tablerow section

2. Insert this markup to show the 
Custom field as a row

Make sure you add it 
after the PRODUCT so 
that it corresponds to 
the column header



2) Add a Custom Field from Billing Line as a column

● Populate that field on Billing Lines 
● Lets see how our changes look. 
● The field X column is added: 

The new custom field and 
its values are displaying



3) Change logo 

1. On your computer, open the Logo file and make it to the size you want it to appear on your 
Billing. 

2. Click on the PDF format Tab, open the PDF format you want to change. 
3. Click ‘Edit’. 
4. Click the image button on the ‘Image’ section to upload the logo. 
5. Click ‘Save’. 

1. PDF Format’s Name 
to use on Billing

3. After you upload the 
image it shows up here

2. Click on ‘Image’ icon to 
upload the image you have 
sized to appropriate size. 



3) Change logo 

Q: The logo is too big. What do I do? 
A: To resize the Logo, go to the PDF 
format, where we pasted in the Logo. 
You would need to either ‘Insert’ or 
‘Paste’ a smaller logo. 
Note - the logo file must be at most 1MB. 

Q: How do I resize the logo? 
A: On PC you can use Microsoft Paint
and on Mac Preview. 

This is how the new logo shows.



4) Change background color in ‘Amount Due’ box

You want to use your corporate 
theme colors instead of the blue.



4) Change background color in ‘Amount Due’ box

1. Enter your corporate HEX color in line 68, 
or under .tableRowAmount

2. To change the color of the text ‘Amount 
Due’ replace the word white with your 
corporate HEX color (i.e. #FBE5B0)

You can find HEX color 
codes from site such as 

this one: 
https://www.color-

hex.com/



4) Change background color in ‘Amount Due’ box

Beautiful billing, right?

Notice that the colors conveniently 
changed here as well 



5) Remove ‘Tax Rates’ as a line below Products 

1. Right after <apex:repeat…> add this 
markup:     

<apex:outputText 
rendered="{!item.AcctSeed__Product__r.Acc
tSeed__Accounting_Type__c  != 'Tax 
Rate'}">

2. In the line right before 
</apex:repeat> 

(~line 404) add this
</apex:outputText> 



5) Remove ‘Tax Rates’ as a line below Products 

Notice the Tax Rate line is 
gone! Pooof!



6) Show Subtotal 

Here are the steps to accomplish this change: 
1. Create a currency formula field on Billing Object called ‘Subtotal’ (Subtotal__c)

a. The formula should: Subtract the Sales Tax from Total, as shown below

AcctSeed__Total__c - AcctSeed__Sales_Tax2__c

2. <tr>

<td style="padding:6px">Subtotal</td>
<td style="text-align:right;padding:6px">

<apex:outputField value="{!AcctSeed__Billing__c.Subtotal__c }"/>
</td>

</tr>   

You can add this field to 
Billing Object’s page 

layout 



Here is how the markup would look with our changes 



6) Show Subtotal 

The Subtotal line is here! 



7) Show ‘Sales Tax’ right after Subtotal

Add this markup right after Subtotal section: 
<tr>

<td style="padding:6px">Sales Tax</td>
<td style="text-align:right;padding:6px">

<apex:outputField 
value="{!AcctSeed__Billing__c.AcctSeed__Sales_Tax2
__c }"/>

</td>
</tr>



7) Show ‘Sales Tax’ right after Subtotal

Notice the Sales Tax line is here! 
Well done!!!



8) Show ‘Credit Memo Applied’ right after Subtotal

1. Apply the change in this image 

2.    Insert the below markup right after the above ‘Credit Applied Amount’’

<tr>
<td style="padding:6px">Amount Paid</td>
<td style="text-align:right;padding:6px">

<apex:outputField value="{!billBalance.AcctSeed__Received_Amount__c}" 
rendered="{!!isCurrencyFormat}"/>

<apex:outputText value="{!CurrencyFormat}" rendered="{!isCurrencyFormat}">
<apex:param value="{!billBalance.AcctSeed__Received_Amount__c}"/>

</apex:outputText>
</td>

</tr> 



Here is how the markup would look with our changes 

Change 1

Change 2



8) Show ‘Credit Memo Applied’ right after Subtotal

We have split out Credit Applied 
Amount & Amount Paid 


